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A Sandpiper, a Mussel, and a Fisherman

Historical Background: The Warring States Period (481 /
403 BCE - 221 BCE)

In the bth century BCE, the Eastern Zhou (Chou) Dynasty
( & ) was crumbling. Military powers were scattered in all
the states. Each state attacked each other. Between 535
and 286 BCE, there were 358 warring states. Thus the
period is known as the warring states: B = .

By the early 4th century BCE, the small states were
consolidated by conquest into seven major states. This is
known as "The Heroes of the Warring States Period". ( &f,
+ 7 : zhan guo gi xiong). They are: Chu # , Han & ,
Qi 7 , Qin &=, Wei %2, Yan 3 , Zhao # . Each hero, rule
by the military power, declared himself king and became
independent of the Zhou emperor.
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Story Background

During the warring states, Qin was getting more and
more aggressive. The emperor wanted to invade all the
neighboring states.
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At the same time, the Zhao state and the Yan state were
in conflict. Zhao wanted to declare war against Yan.
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Suday ( #fX ) from Luoyang (/&5 ) hurried to Zhao to advise the
king there.

He told the story of the sandpiper and the mussel. While they
struggled and fought, the fisherman got both of them without any
effort. A war between Zhao and Yan would exhaust the energy
and resources of both states. This would give Qin an advantage to
destroy them.

/Zhao recognize the truth behind the story and decided not to
invade Yan.
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It was a nice spring day. The soft breeze blew gently
across the sandy shore of River Ye. The sun shimmered
on the cool water. The wave rippled smoothly against the
black pebbles.
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A giant mussel was washed up the shore. It opened wide
the shells to enjoy the warm sun.

"What a wonderful day to have a sunbath."

12

A Sandpiper, a Mussel, and a Fisherman (A Chinese idiom) FEFEIF BEAFEF] 13




14

—EESHFRETERR, EHELTIEENEA,

BERXLHFET! " HEH,

— R E R R TiA R, EFALTIREGFR,

“RAAXEIFIET! 7 €,

A sandpiper was searching for food along the river bank.

It spotted the mussel with the thick, juicy morsel.

"What a lucky day to fill up my belly."
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Quick as lightning, the sandpiper stabbed onto the morsel
with its long beat. Quick as lightning, the mussel closed
up its shells and locked in the long beak.

The sandpiper and the mussel held each other tight.
Neither one was willing to let go. They stayed under the
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With a clenched beak, the sandpiper muttered. "Wait and

see. If it will not rain today, and if it will not rain tomorrow,

you will soon dry up under the sun and die right here on
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With tightened shells, the mussel mumbled. "Wait and
see. If | do not open my shells today and if | do not open

my shells tomorrow, you will soon starve to death by the
70) river bank."
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The sun was setting.

A tired and hungry fisherman was heading home with
empty hands. He had fished the whole day without any
luck. He came upon the mussel and the sandpiper still
holding on to each other.
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The fisherman happily picked up both of them. He and his
family would have a good dinner that evening.
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What do we learn from this story?

Think win-win vs. conflict.

When conflicts arise, look for alternatives (Steven Covey).
We cannot expect everyone to agree with us. Do not
close the door to others' way of thinking or doing.

Learn to compromise and yield to conflicting situations. A
lot of times, an unyielding attitude comes from our pride
and ego. Think win—win is a way to live in harmony with
our friends and family. In the meantime, it strengthens
our bonds with our loved ones. This is also a win—win
way to prevent invaders who want to take advantage of
our weakened relationships.

| will...

® put my pride away

® be careful of what | do and say so | will not hurt
others' feelings

® do not think | am always right
® be open about others' thinking

® always strike for harmony with loved ones and
strangers

This is the first step that | can make the world a better
place.

This is the path for the world to live in harmony.
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Chinese Proverb Stories

Chinese idioms and proverbs, especially four—character
expressions are an essential part of Chinese language and
culture.

Understanding these idiomatic expressions is important
for several reasons.

For young children in China, these stories are a guide—
post for them in life. Children grow up learning and
applying the values they learn from these stories. Proverb
stories teach an important lesson in life. The emphases
are work hard and aim high, respect life and human
beings, honor the elderly and one's parents, foster good

8 friendship, and most important of all, follow "the path"

2D

1& . The goal of every proverb is to bring a message of
wisdom for the readers or listeners to contemplate and
apply in their own lives.

The stories usually come from a classical document or
literature. Most of the time, they are about a historical
event or a famous person. Many times they bring in a
traditional Chinese concept. Thus learning these stories
opens a world of lengthy Chinese history and rich Chinese
culture.

Chinese proverbs are an important part of the Chinese
language. Chinese speakers use the proverbs in their
daily communication. These idiomatic expressions are an
integral part of the Chinese language and have made it so
rich and meaningful.
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lllustrations

The pictures used In this book are taken directly from "Naxi
Dongba Pictograph Dictionary" by Pinzheng, (Yunan Fine Arts
Publishing House, 2004).

The Naxi is a minority tribe at the foot of Mt. Yulong. They live
in the ancient city of Lijiang, Yunnan Province, Southern China.

The Dongba script dated approximately in the 12th century,
though some scholars have argued for a much later date.

The Dongba pictograph is the only surviving ancient script still
in use in the Naxi tribe. The Naxi people chant in praise of their
nature gods in religious ceremonies.

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization has recognized the Dongba pictograph as part of

30 themsT Memory of the World'".

s 6

GV
UV
G\j\ﬁ

0

D Fa P

sunset Hi%

dry in the sun FE &%

hill L

REFH
Naxi Dongba Pictograph Dictionary

tian

x

taiyang

APFH

7=

rilud

H¥%

Shai gan
i

shan

th

C%._ river

T~
~ road

,&.. rock

°0%?°  pebbles

0202 sand
dust

tree

i

INAR

NI
14

EE

1

W
="
% wood / forest 15 #K 44k

he
]

10

i

shi
y=)

xiaoshi

ING

Sha
b

chén
1
&

shu

g

shulin

A Sandpiper, a Mussel and a Fishorman (A Chinese idiom) #5925 1B ATEFS

31



Bao

. L
b zha é&( o = L6
amboo 1 iy s dragon BE jEng _full oy

willow chuiliai o Wanggong X
EWM gy palace IE I hungry " '?}t
flower Hua e : A shéuling .
?E i ‘ﬁ&% chief 'E"QE &4 dead 72 ;'E
grass B 2 warrior g4 chansh kuaile
= P ot happy RE g
. fan
cooked rice : ; Sahd, -
4 soldier with g  Shéshdu A Jintign
% bow and arrow SF today TR &%
N=| tang
soup 2 N mingtian
17/ ° hu ha - tomorrow R
sound a bugle Fe&g (;;1.':.? a E‘\[ AKX mx
homelhouse R ‘= A
> pennant W ;,ZE <N  ho/not 0 Efﬂi
ancestor B4 o 0 dakai
A% . oo shengl ) open £ 1
victory BsF) B TH

A Sandpiper, a Mussel and a Fishorman (A Chinese idiom) #5925 1B ATEFS ZZ



A BEIEF B AEFEFH

d Sandpiper, a Mussel, and a Fishenman (achines idiom)
Author T. W. Yuen-Lee

lllustrated T. W. Yuen-Lee

Executive Editor Mei Ye

Art Designer XG Wang

Producer CHINA PRESS chinapressusa@gmail.com

ISBN 1-934125-41-5

First edition July 2022

Copyright©2022 by T. W. Yuen-Lee
All Rights Reserved
Printed in USA 35 | CHINA PRESS

NJ |



ISBN: 1L-934125-41-5

9178

19341125410 $10




